De Candolle's hopes were never realized. Nobody ever
found the wild twin-brothers that he tried to find. Nor
could they be found, for they did not exist.
The cultivated plants which man has most of all employed
in agriculture for thousands of years are indeed kinless.
Man himself created them.
THE CIRCLE   EXPANDS
De Candolle shut his eyes to the fact that out of each
"tamed" species man has created scores, hundreds and in some
cases thousands of varieties; and the total number of these
new forms, breeds and varieties produced by man, the creator,
is incalculable.
The "six thousand years," during whfch the chief group
of cultivated plants underwent little change according to De
Candolle, were by no means a lifeless period of stagnation
and inaction. Already at that time man was performing won-
ders of creation.
De Candolle   was   gravely  mistaken.
But there is one thing in which he was not mistaken.
Man did indeed gain infinitely from the plants that he took
from nature. But what an infinitely small   number he^took
from her!  From what a tiny skein did he, in   the course of
eight or ten thousand  years,  spin  those   wonderfully  long,
sunny  threads  of agriculture!
And there is another thing in which De Candolle was
right.
We know that man has created a great deal of what had
not existed in Green Land before he came; but this took an
immense amount of time. The periods must be counted in
ages. "We are surprised when we hear of a man or woman who
has lived to a hundred. The bulk of the principal technical
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